
BIOSECURITY STANDARDS  
FOR VISITORS TO RANGITOTO AND MOTUTAPU  

 

 
The islands of the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park are special places and need your help 
to ensure they are protected from introduced pests such as mice, insects and 
weeds.  The standards below are in place to minimise the risk of these pests 
arriving on the islands. 
 
The standards apply to all island visitors travelling to the islands.  If leading a group make 
sure your group is fully aware, in advance, of the requirements! 
 

Check for stowaways: 

• Immediately before boarding check your bags and other luggage for signs of rodents 
or other pests. 

• Pack food and other items into rodent proof bags or containers. 
 

If you are unsure: 

• Unpack, reinspect and repack. 

• While unpacking on the island, check again for signs of rodents, insects, other animals 
and plants.  If you are unsure of a package’s contents do not take it ashore. 

 

Check for weeds and seeds: 

• Check your clothes and equipment before landing to make sure that no seeds, plant 
materials or soil are attached.  Take particular care with the soles of your shoes, socks, 
pockets and packs. 

 
Use the checklist on the following page to make sure you haven’t forgotten 
anything. 

If you accidentally release a rat or a mouse onto Rangitoto or Motutapu let us know 

immediately so we can halt the spread of the pest. 

 
Staff at the Auckland Area Office of the Department of Conservation are happy to 
discuss any concerns or queries with you, to ensure a safe and successful trip, both for you 
and for the island. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
 



 

Checklist for Visitors Travelling to Rangitoto and Motutapu Islands 

Complete prior to arriving at the departure point from the mainland. 
 
 

Items being 
transported 

Required action Tick when 
completed 

Have I emptied my pack or container and checked it for 
insects, seeds and dirt?  The bottoms of packs are notorious for 
collecting seeds and insects.   

 Packs, bags 
and other 
containers 

Is my pack clean, in good condition and secure against 
stowaways such as mice ? 

 

Have I cleaned my shoes so no seeds or soil are present?  

Have I checked and cleaned the tread thoroughly ?    

Footwear 

Have I inspected the laces and the seams in my footwear for 
soil and seeds? 

 

Have I checked my raincoat and clothes for seeds and insects?  
Pay particular attention to pockets and Velcro as they trap seeds.   

 Raincoats 
and Clothing 

Have I inspected my socks and other high risk items of 
clothing for seeds?  Socks often have many seeds and you may find 
that buying a new pair is easier than picking the seeds out of your old 
ones.   

 

Bedding Have I shaken my sleeping bag out and checked for 
stowaways?   

 

Have I checked food items such as vegetables which have 
potential hiding places for insects e.g. all leafy green 
vegetables, broccoli, parsley ?  Tip: Buy prewashed veges.  Home-
grown produce often has more pests. 

 Food 

Have I packed all my food into rodent and insect proof 
containers. 

 

Camping 
Equipment 

Have I thoroughly checked all my equipment so that it is free 
of insects, seeds and dirt ?  Contact DOC if you have any major 
items that may pose a significant risk as they may need to be inspected. 

 

 



Rodent Proof Containers - What is acceptable for visitors to Rangitoto and 

Motutapu and what is not ? 
 

Packs  

Packs that are in reasonable condition are acceptable.  Included in this category are 

backpacks, day packs, college bags, briefcases and any other sealable material bag.  Packs 

that are in poor condition, are not sealable i.e. have holes or look like they would not 

contain a mouse if carried are not acceptable.  If it does not look like it could contain a 

mouse or if there is some doubt then it does not pass muster. 

Cardboard boxes: 

Solid cardboard boxes with no holes and that are taped closed are acceptable although not 

ideal as they can fall apart if they get wet or are damaged in transit.  Any banana boxes, 

boxes with holes or boxes that cannot be sealed are not acceptable. 

Plastic bins and barrels. 

These are the ideal containers for transporting gear to the island as they are usually robust 

enough to withstand ill treatment.  Containers must have tight fitting lids and not be over 

packed.  Fish bins, chilly bins and poly pails are all included in this category. 

Plastic Bags 

PVC dry bags are acceptable as are super thick plastic bags, in other words the plastic 

must be thicker than your average rubbish sack as these are prone to tearing.  All bags 

must be securely sealed before being taken on board.  Open plastic bags, shopping bags 

and the like are not acceptable. 
 

 


